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Artful cocktail party entertains 
European writers 



Photo shows writers of European publications being entertaned by the Aruba Tourism 
Authority. See story on page 5 


Eman and Team Aruba roll into 
Rockingham ready 



ROCKINGHAM, North Car¬ 
olina - Team Aruba is ready to 
hit the track at “The Rock” this 
weekend, and set to climb fur¬ 
ther up the points ladder as the 
season starts to come to a 
close. 

Back in August at the last 
race in Madison, Illinois, Team 
Aruba had an incredible pass 
in round one, but was dealt a 
loss. 

“It’s been a few weeks 
since we have been at the 
track, so we are most definitely 


anxious to get back at it!” 
Eman states, “It’s been four 
weeks and we couldn’t be 
more pumped!” 

With three more races left 
in the ADRL series, Team 
Aruba has the opportunity to 
have its best season yet, with 
some room at the top of the 
standings. Performance and 
winning will be crucial, as 
Eman specifically aim for the 
top eight and the opportunity 
to compete for the Battle of the 
Belts. 


Eman and his crew are 
also thrilled that this race is in 
Rockingham, the track they 
consider their backyard and 
home track. The shop is lo¬ 
cated in Union, South Car¬ 
olina, where they have an 
outpour of support and the 
team appreciates it tremen¬ 
dously. No doubt, there will 
be more than already impres¬ 
sive fan base present this 
weekend. 

“The entire team has been 
working extremely hard all 
season and I have to give 
them credit for performing to¬ 
gether and really pushing the 
limits with the Digicel pow¬ 
ered Aruba.com Escort,” says 
Eman. 

Tonight, it’s the debut of the 
ADRL Series on MAVTV at 
10pm EST. To check out Team 
Aruba at all of their ADRL log 
on to www.mavtv.com and get 
the schedule. 

For more information about 
Eman and the team, check out 
www.Teamaruba.com or be¬ 
come a fan and follow us on 
facebook 


Florida pastor calls 
off Koran burning, 
claims mosque deal 


GAINESVILLE, Florida 
(AFP) - A Florida pastor 
called off yesterday a 
Koran-burning ceremony 
scheduled for this weekend, 
claiming he had secured a 
deal to move a planned 
mosque in New York away 
from Ground Zero. 

"I will be flying up there 
on Saturday to meet with 
the imam at the Ground 
Zero mosque. He has 
agreed to move the loca¬ 
tion,” Terry Jones told jour¬ 
nalists outside his small 
evangelical church in 
Gainesville, Florida. 

”We felt that that would 


be a sign that God would 
want us to do it. The Ameri¬ 
can people do not want the 
mosque there, and, of course, 
Muslims do not want us to 
burn the Koran.” 

One of the organizers be¬ 
hind plans to build a 100-mil- 
lion-dollar Islamic cultural 
center in New York immedi¬ 
ately denied the pastor's 
claim of a deal. 

”We don’t know anything 
about it,” Daisy Khan, one of 
the main promoters of the 
proposed cultural center and 
mosque and also the wife of 
the imam behind the project, 
told AFP. 
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Bring this ad to receive a free orange juice 


Le Petit (a/e 


Located at: 
Playa Linda 
Beach Resort 

Stone <fri£l fUutaorant * Bar yy 586 4046 

Breakfast Monday thru Saturday 8 - li AM 


2 Eggs (fried? scrambled or poached) 
with bacon< and link sausage , 
potatoes , toast and coffee or tea . 


*American 

$6.95 


All you care to eat $ 9.95 

not vg&d \n/it& offier protuotionat or coupons 


Early Bird Spec/al 
Le Petit tafe 


Stone €frt££ Pestaorant & Bar Every Day /roa* 5-7 pa* 



Dinner Salad 

or 

Soup of the day 


Lemon Chicken Breast 

or 

Petit Filet Mignon 

or 

Filet of Grouper 


Ice Cream 

Chocolate 

or 

Vanilla 


All served with French Fries or Baked Potato on our fatuous HOT Stone 

* Plus 15% service charge. Not valid with other promotional offers or coupons . 


Iran opposition claims to 
have found secret nuclear 
site 


Giant telescope to survey galaxies 
from Mexican volcano 



The Large Millimeter Telescope (LMT) on the Sierra Negra 
volcano, in the Mexican state of Puebla 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - Lea¬ 
ding Iranian opposition mem¬ 
bers claimed yesterday to have 
uncovered a secret nuclear en¬ 
richment site buried in the 
mountains northwest of Tehran 
and run by Iran’s defense min¬ 
istry. 

But the Pentagon and inde¬ 
pendent Institute for Science 
and International Security ex¬ 
pressed (ISIS) skepticism over 
the claims. 

Information obtained by the 
People’s Mujahedeen Organi¬ 
zation of Iran (PMOI) has re¬ 
vealed Iran began building the 
site in Abyek, about 70 miles 
(120 kilometers) northwest of 
Tehran, in 2005, the opposition 
members said. 

"This is controlled, run and 
operated... by the ministry of 
defense," Alireza Jafarzadeh, 
former media spokesman for 
the National Council of Resist¬ 
ance of Iran (NCRI), told a 
press conference in Washing¬ 
ton. 
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The People’s Mujahedeen, 
the main group in the NCRI, is 
officially listed as a foreign ter¬ 
rorist organization in the Uni¬ 
ted States, although a judge 
ruled in July that it should be 
removed from the blacklist. 

Jafarzadeh said the infor¬ 
mation about the Behjatabad- 
Abyek site was shared this 
week with the US government, 
Congress and the UN’s nuclear 
watchdog, the International 
Atomic Energy Agency. 

Soona Samsami, who was 
US representative for the 
NCRI, said the Iranian autho¬ 
rities have so far spent 100 
million dollars on the project 
and completed about 85 per¬ 
cent of the construction. 

The pair presented satellite 
pictures of excavation work at 
the alleged nuclear site, which 
they said supports information 
gleaned from sources "inside 
the Iranian regime" and 
showed what they said were 
four entrances and a tunnel. 


BERLIN (AFP) - US Marines 
yesterday rescued a German- 
owned ship seized by pirates in 
the Gulf of Aden off Somalia 
after hijackers vainly sought 
the crew which hid in a secret 
compartment, the US military 
and the shipping firm said. 

The pirates spent nearly 20 
hours searching for the crew 
and even phoned the shipping 
company in Germany to ask 
where they were hidden, a 
spokesman for the firm said. 

In a pre-dawn raid yester¬ 
day, US Marines "boarded and 
seized control of the Antigua- 
Barbuda flagged German- 
owned vessel M/V Magellan 
Star from pirates who attacked 
and boarded the vessel early 
September 8," the US Fifth 
Fleet said. 

No one was hurt in the ope- 


SIERRA NEGRA, Mexico 
(AFP) - A giant telescope, 50 
meters (164 feet) across, will 
this year start unraveling mys¬ 
teries of the birth and death of 
galaxies up to 14,000 light 
years away, from atop a Mexi¬ 
can volcano. 

Resembling a massive 
white satellite dish, the Large 
Millimeter Telescope will be 
the largest and most sensitive 
single-aperture telescope ope¬ 
rating at its range. 

It sits at a height of 4,580 
meters on the summit of Sierra 
Negra, an extinct volcano in 
the central state of Puebla, 
which lies alongside Mexico's 
highest mountain, the snowy- 
peaked Pico de Orizaba. 

Built at a cost of 115 mil¬ 
lion dollars, it is the world's 
largest telescope operating in 
millimeter waves (mainly from 
0.85 to three millimeters), 
which allow it to capture radi¬ 
ation from space, the coldest 
regions of the universe, mole¬ 
cular clouds or planetary for- 


ration, in which the Magellan 
Star's crew was freed and nine 
pirates arrested. 

The hijack attempt began 
after the pirates boarded the 
8,000-ton container ship, Juer- 
gen Salamon, a spokesman for 
the Quadrant shipping com¬ 
pany in the northern German 
city of Hamburg, told AFP. 

"The crew had closed down 
the engines and locked them¬ 
selves away in a safe room 
which the pirates were unable 
to find," he said. 

After searching the ship for 
three hours the pirates picked 
up the phone and called the 
shipping company asking 
about the crew's whereabouts, 
the spokesman said. 

"They were told the crew 
was on holiday," he said. 


mations. 

After a 12-year construc¬ 
tion process and a test run in 
2008, it is due to start research 
operations at the end of this 
year. 

"We'll make the first obser¬ 
vation as part of an investiga¬ 
tion," said Raul Mujica, a 
researcher from the joint proj¬ 
ect between the University of 
Massachusetts and the Institute 
Nacional de Astrofisica, Op¬ 
tica, y Electronica (INAOE) in 
Mexico. 


CARACAS, Venezuela (AFP) 
- An engineer for a state-run 
electric firm has been arrested 
for sending a Twitter message 
calling for the murder of Pres¬ 
ident Hugo Chavez, the state 
news agency AVN said yester¬ 
day. 

Authorities arrested Jesus 
Majano, an engineer for the 
national firm Corpoelec, say¬ 
ing he posted pictures of the 
president "with wounds to the 
face" and suggested different 
ways "to carry out the murder 
of the head of state," said po¬ 
lice official Wilmer Flores. 

Police also seized the man's 
BlackBerry and a computer 


Three quarters of the in¬ 
vestment is from the INAOE 
and one quarter from the US 
university, in a division to be 
mirrored in the observation 
time for each team of re¬ 
searchers, said Jose Guichard, 
director of INAOE. 

The researchers admit they 
are unlikely to achieve con¬ 
crete results in "earthly terms" 
in the short term, but that in the 
future the telescope will help 
advances in fields from tele¬ 
communications to medicine. 


drive, officials said. 

The news comes months 
after authorities opened a 
probe into calls on the website 
Noticiero Digital that Chavez 
said were "inciting a coup" 
against his government. 

In July, two people were ar¬ 
rested for comments on the 
Twitter microblogging site that 
authorities said were aimed at 
"destabilizing" the banking 
system in the South American 
country. 

Chavez, who has his own 
Twitter account, has on several 
occasions said there have been 
plots aimed at killing him. 


US marines rescue German 
ship from pirates 


Venezuela engineer held 
for tweet calling for 
Chavez death 
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Minister Otmar Oduber Fire shuts Bonaire oil terminal till 


is convinced there will 
be more KLM flights 
to Aruba in 2011 



Minister Otmar Oduber in talks with a Martinair executive 



Minister Otmar Oduber and Prime Minister Mike Eman with 
a KLM executive 


On Wednesday, Minister of 
Labor, Transport and Tourism, 
Otmar Oduber, met with Mar¬ 
tinair and KLM executives re¬ 
garding flights to Aruba. He 
explained to Martinair how 
important the Aruba market is 
for them. 

At present, there are impor¬ 
tant developments taking place 
regarding the relationship be¬ 
tween KLM and Martinair. 
The Aruba government was 
notified of these develop¬ 
ments, and what to expect 
from them. 

Minister Oduber, for his 
part, is confident that those de¬ 
velopments will benefit Aruba. 


As for KLM, the minister 
said once more, that efforts 
were not spared to regain two 
KLM flights to Aruba. 

He thinks that, taking into 
account the satisfaction of the 
KLM executives on the results 
of the flights in February, soon 
we will see more KLM flights 
to our island. 

One of the top points of this 
meeting was that strategic 
plans for the future position of 
both airlines were made in¬ 
cluding Aruba and the other is¬ 
land of the Dutch Kingdom. 

In November a delegation 
will come to Aruba to follow 
up on those plans. 


weekend at least 



KRALENDIJK, Bonaire - 
Shipping will remain halted 
at least until the weekend at a 
12-million-barrel oil storage 
terminal on the tiny and pris¬ 
tine Caribbean island of 
Bonaire as a fire raged in a 
naphtha tank, a senior official 
said. 

Venezuela's state oil firm 
PD VS A uses the site to mix 
and ship crude and products 
to China and the United 
States. The island sits 50 
miles (80 km) off Venezuela's 
northern coast and is part of 
the Dutch Antilles. 

Marine manager Francis 
Domacasse said firefighters 
were unable to do more to 
control the fire and that per¬ 
sonal would only return to 
the site when the blaze was 
extinguished. 

"After this, they are going 
have to do an inventory of the 
damage," Domacasse said. 
"No boat will go in today or 
tomorrow, for sure." 

A dense cloud of black 
smoke and large flames could 
be seen from across the is¬ 
land yesterday, raising con¬ 
cerns of environmental 
damage from soot-fall, gases 
and chemicals released by the 
fire. Island Lieutenant Gover¬ 


nor Glenn Thode said fire¬ 
fighters had decided to let the 
blaze burn itself out because 
they had insufficient foam to 
extinguish the 200,000 bar¬ 
rels of highly volatile naphtha 
that caught fire in an electri¬ 
cal storm on Wednesday. 

Thode told reporters he es¬ 
timated y late yesterday the 
fire would burn out and that 
there was little risk of it 
spreading to more of the 
Venezuelan-owned terminal's 
23 storage tanks. 

Domacasse said intense 
heat was melting the metal 
tank but that cooling systems 
should stop the fire spread¬ 
ing. 

Thode said villagers who 
live close to the terminal had 
been ordered to stay indoors 
to avoid noxious gases if a 
dense plume of smoke drifted 
in their direction. He said the 
government was worried 
about damage to the island's 
delicate ecosystem from gas 
and chemicals released by the 
blaze. 

On Wednesday, a senior 
PD VS A official said the af¬ 
fected tank stored reserves of 
naphtha to be sent to Vene¬ 
zuela's onshore El Palito and 
Puerto La Cruz refineries 


when needed. 

PD VS A officials were not 
available to comment yester¬ 
day. 

The terminal, known as 
BOPEC, also stores heavy 
crude, gasoline, distillates 
and residual fuel oils. 

Naphtha is a petrochemi¬ 
cal feedstock used in Vene¬ 
zuela for high octane gasoline 
blending and crude blending. 
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In a world ravaged by a 

VIRUS INFECTION, TURNING 
ITS VICTIMS INTO THE Un- 

dead, Alice, continues 

ON HER JOURNEY TO FIND 
SURVIVORS AND LEAD 
THEM TO SAFETY. HER 
DEADLY BATTLE WITH THE 

Umbrella Corporation 

REACHES NEW HEIGHTS, 

but Alice gets some un¬ 
expected HELP FROM AN 
OLD FRIEND. A NEW LEAD 
THAT PROMISES A SAFE 
HAVEN FROM THE UNDEAD 
TAKES THEM TO LOS AN¬ 
GELES, BUT WHEN THEY 
ARRIVE THE CITY IS OVER¬ 
RUN BY THOUSANDS OF 

Undead - and Alice and 

HER COMRADES ARE 
ABOUT TO STEP INTO A 
DEADLY TRAP. 


Sci-Tech 


Symantec: Most Hacking 
Victims Blame Themselves 



Just under two-thirds of all 
Internet users have been hit 
by some sort of cybercrime, 
and while most of them are 
angry about it, a surpris¬ 
ingly large percentage feel 
guilt too, according to a sur¬ 
vey commissioned by 
Symantec. 

In a cybercrime survey 
of just over 7,000 Internet 
users in 14 countries, re¬ 
searchers found that 65 per¬ 
cent of Internet users 
worldwide have already 
been victims. In the U.S., . 
it's 73 percent, but things are 
worse in China (83 percent), 
Brazil (76 percent) and India 
(also 76 percent). 

Those results stood out to 
Norton Internet Safety Advo¬ 
cate Marian Merritt, who 
tracks this type of data for a 
living. ’’What we were really 
surprised by was, first of all, 
how common it was that peo¬ 
ple are being victimized by 
cybercrime,” she said. 

Another surprise: how 
victims react to being hacked. 
’’People do fee angry, but we 
also found that people feel 
pretty guilty,” she said. ”54 
percent said they should have 
been more careful, when they 
responded to online scams.” 

A slightly higher percent¬ 
age — 58 percent — said they 


felt angry. 

When it came to identity 
theft victims, 12 percent said 
that the incident was entirely 
their fault, Symantec found. 

Many people are in a 
pretty muddled state when it 
comes to dealing with the 
threat of online crime, how¬ 
ever. They know that cyber¬ 
crime is common, but they’re 
unsure what to do to really 
prevent it, Merritt said. 

’’People are recognizing 
that they did something 
wrong in a variety of differ¬ 
ent ways, but they’re not — to 
a great extent — changing 
their behavior,” Merritt said. 
’’There’s such a lack of 
awareness and knowledge 
about who’s doing that cyber¬ 
crime that people really don’t 


[know what to do.” 

Of course, Symantec, an 
antivirus software vendor, 
pinks that keeping security 
software up to date is impor¬ 
tant, but security experts say 
pat many of the latest threats 
are often undetected by an¬ 
tivirus products. 

There are a lot of other 
things Internet users can do 
to keep safe, however. Users 
also need to be careful where 
they’re going on the Web, 
double check the attach¬ 
ments they open, and be 
wary of any out-of-character 
messages sent from friends 
via Twitter, Web mail, or so¬ 
cial networks. 

And they also should do a 
better job of reporting cyber 
attacks to authorities, Merritt 
said. They can report cases to 
the U.S. Federal Bureau of 
Investigation’s Internet Crime 
Complaint Center Web site, 
but also to local authorities. 
Reporting scams to local high 
tech crime units really can 
give law enforcement a better 
understanding of what the 
scammers are up to, Merritt 
said. ”If multiple people are 
reporting the same crime, it 
will get referred,” she said. 
’’They’re going to start notic¬ 
ing trends when they have the 
information available.” 


Microsoft Suspends Xbox Gamer for 
living in Fort Gay 


You’ve just signed up for 
Xbox LIVE. You’re entering 
your personal information, 
and when you get to the city 
and state fields, you tap in 
’Intercourse, Pennsylvania'. A 
couple days later you get an 
email from Microsoft notify¬ 
ing you that your account's 
been suspended. Why? Be¬ 
cause you violated the online 
gaming service's code of con¬ 
duct by using a term with 
overtly sexual connotations. 

Except Intercourse, PA re¬ 
ally exists, an unincorporated 
hub where ’’many Amish and 
local folks do their business.” 
Sound like an honest mis¬ 
take? Change the city name 
to Fort Gay and the state to 
West Virginia—an actual 
place situated between the 
Tug Fork and Big Sandy 
Rivers with a population of 
around 800—and you wind up 
with Microsoft, egg on its 
face, apologizing for banning 
Josh Moore, a proud resident 
of the perfectly real West Vir¬ 
ginia city. 


The 26-year-old simply 
typed in the name of his city, 
but was subsequently ac¬ 
cused of violating Microsoft's 
LIVE Code of Conduct. 
Among other things, the code 
stipulates that you shouldn’t 
"create a gamertag, profile 
content, or in-game content 
that other users may be of¬ 
fended by, this includes com¬ 
ments that look, sound like, 
stand for, hint at, abbreviate, 
or insinuate any of the fol¬ 
lowing: profane 

words/phrases, topics or con¬ 
tent of a sexual nature, hate 
speech (including but not 


limited to racial, ethnic, or re¬ 
ligious slurs), illegal 
drugs/controlled substances, 
or illegal activities.” 

Apparently someone spied 
Moore's city name, was of¬ 
fended (or assumed Moore 
was trying to offend), and re¬ 
ported it to Microsoft. 

Instead of verifying 
whether the town's name was 
real by, you know, taking five 
seconds to Google it, Mi¬ 
crosoft suspended Moore 
from LIVE for several days— 
until he managed to convince 
them Fort Gay was really a 
town in Wayne County, West 
Virginia, near the state's bor¬ 
der with Kentucky. 



73 Fully furnished apts. Kitchen / Airco / Cable TV 
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Health & Living 


Chronic drinking, sudden 
withdrawal: both may be 
dangerous 



Unwinding after work with 
some wine or heading out for 
drinks with friends is a com¬ 
mon practice for relieving 
stress. It works because alco¬ 
hol changes neurotransmitter 
levels in the brain. 

But chronic drinking has 
been linked by a series of 
studies to high levels of the 
stress hormone cortisol, 
which can be dangerous to 
health. And the withdrawal 
that comes when alcoholics 
abstain from drinking has 
been linked to the same dan- 
ger. 

High concentrations of 
cortisol are associated with 
neurotoxicity, a condition 
that impairs memory, deci¬ 
sion-making, attention span 
and learning, according to re¬ 
searchers from a number of 
institutions, including King's 
College London, the Univer¬ 
sity of Kentucky and the Uni¬ 
versity of London, who 
participated in the study re¬ 
view. Cortisol is released by 
the adrenal glands and by the 
brain during moments of high 
stress. It is also released dur¬ 
ing alcohol consumption. 

"It’s the chronic drinking 
that causes the neurotoxic¬ 
ity,” researcher H.J. Little, a 
professor at the National Ad¬ 
diction Centre at King's Col¬ 
lege London, said, "so 
chronic high levels of alcohol 
consumption are not good for 
the brain.” 

Neither is going from 
chronic drinking to absti¬ 
nence, according to re¬ 
searcher Dr. Abi Rose, a 
lecturer at the University of 
Liverpool. 

Because abstinence is a 
huge shock to the system, it 
can lead to degeneration of 
the brain's neurons, Rose 
said. 

"Alcoholics who display 
the most-severe cognitive im¬ 
pairments during withdrawal 
are those who also have the 
highest cortisol levels,” Rose 
said. "Therefore, cortisol 
function seems to play a sig¬ 
nificant role in continued al¬ 
cohol dependence and risk of 


relapse.” 

The cortisol connection 

The findings give scien¬ 
tists a better understanding of 
how stress hormones are con¬ 
nected to the cognitive prob¬ 
lems experienced by 
alcoholics who give up drink¬ 
ing, according to the review. 
The findings also could pro¬ 
vide better insight into why 
alcoholics are prone to re¬ 
lapse, Rose said. However, 
she said, more research is 
needed to see whether corti¬ 
sol dysfunction is a risk fac¬ 
tor for alcohol dependence. 

"In an ideal world, it 
would always be preferable 
not to become a chronic 
drinker in the first place,” 
Rose said. "Once alcohol de¬ 
pendence has developed, the 
benefits from stopping drink¬ 
ing outweigh the potential 
negative consequences of 
withdrawal.” But because se¬ 
rious problems can occur 
during withdrawal, it's essen¬ 
tial that the individual re¬ 
ceives appropriate care, she 
said. 


Smoking 
Could Harm 
Sperm, Study 


Two new studies provide ev¬ 
idence that smoking can 
harm sperm - both in smok¬ 
ing men who may become fa¬ 
thers, and in sons born to 
women who smoked during 
pregnancy. 

The research also suggests 
that both men and women 
who hope to conceive should 
kick the habit. 

"The results of the present 
study suggest a negative bio¬ 
logical effect of smoking on 
spermatozoa DNA integrity,” 
said the lead author of one 
study, Dr. Mohamed E. Ham- 
madeh, head of the assisted 
reproductive laboratory in the 
department of obstetrics and 
gynecology at the University 
of the Saarland in Saar, Ger¬ 
many. 

Research by Hammadeh 
and his colleagues showed 
that men who smoke heavily 
may experience fertility 
problems stemming from a 
drop in levels of a protein 
crucial to sperm develop¬ 
ment, as well as damage to 
sperm's DNA. 

Another study suggests 
that women who smoke early 
in their pregnancy may ulti¬ 
mately compromise their 
sons' reproductive health. 


Visit the Aruba Aloe Museum 
& Factory 



When you pass by the Aruba 
Aloe fields and its modern 
factory at Hato, it's hard to 
imagine that the same fields 
were already in use 160 years 
ago. 

Where nowadays a mod¬ 
ern factory shines and pro¬ 
duces a large collection of 
Aloe products that are being 
exported all over the world, 
in 1890 farmers carefully 
planted the first Aloe Vera 
plants. Until today Aruba 
Aloe Balm NV has continued 
to cultivate the wonder plant 
and the dedicated field work¬ 
ers are working hard every 
day to keep the plants in ex¬ 
cellent condition. 

It’s not a surprise that the 
Aloe from Aruba is called 
'the World's Finest Aloe™'. 
Each Aruba Aloe product 
contains 100% pure Aruba 


Aloe Vera gel, which is 
freshly harvested and 
processed to give all products 
a unique moisturizing effect. 

This month, Aruba Aloe 
Balm NV introduces a spe¬ 
cial Reduced Fee of USD 
$3,- for the Aruba Aloe Mu¬ 
seum and Factory tour, which 
gives you an inside look into 
the production process of the 
Aruba Aloe products and you 
will learn all about the 160- 
year old history of Aloe on 
Aruba. All visitors who pay 
the entrance fee, will receive 
a coupon* of USD $3.- 
which they can use towards a 
purchase of any of the Aruba 
Aloe products in the Aruba 
Aloe store at the factory. 

A good reason to visit the 
Aruba Aloe Museum and 
Factory this week and bring 
home one of the few products 


that are truly made on Aruba. 

Tours are suitable for all 
ages and can be given in Eng¬ 
lish, Spanish, Dutch and Pa- 
piamento. 

Tour hours are from Mon¬ 
day to Friday from 8:30 
AM - 4:00 PM and on Sat¬ 
urdays from 9:00 AM - 
12:00 noon. 

The tour duration is about 
25 minutes. 

Aruba Aloe Balm N.V. is 
located near hotel area at 
Pitastraat 115, Hato (opposite 
the EPB school at Hato). For 
more information call 588- 
3222 

* The coupon has no cash 
value and can only be used 
for the purchase of Aruba 
Aloe products on the day of 
the tour and only at the store 
located at the factory in 
Hato. 


Brain Scientists Discover a Tiny Traffic 
Cop 


Scientists have discovered a 
protein that helps direct traf¬ 
fic within brain cells. 

The discovery of the role 
filled by the protein, called 
MEC-17, could play a part in 
research of diseases like 
Huntington's, Parkinson's and 
Alzheimer's, in which brain 
cells degenerate, the re¬ 
searchers say. 

Scientists have known that 
the degeneration is partly due 
to changes in the tiny tubes 
inside brain cells, called mi¬ 
crotubules. These tubes work 
like train tracks inside cells, 
making sure proteins, nutri¬ 
ents and waste products get 
to their destinations. 

The tubes also play impor¬ 
tant roles in cell growth, and 


in the signaling that happens 
between brains cells, the re¬ 
searchers said. 

"Any drugs that modulate 
transport along microtubules 
could have uses in neurode- 
generative diseases,” study 
researcher Jacek Gaertig, a 
professor at the University of 
Georgia, told MyHealth- 
NewsDaily. "Neurodegenera- 
tive diseases are associated 
with impaired transport in¬ 
side nerve cells.” 

The researchers found that 
MEC-17 creates marks on 
microtubules. The marks tell 
the tubes which proteins to 
transport across the brain 
cell, and in what direction. 
Some microtubules have 
more marks than others, de¬ 


pending on whether they are 
receiving messages or send¬ 
ing them, Gaertig said. 

Gaertig and other re¬ 
searchers discovered MEC- 
17 by studying human cancer 
cells and the nerve cells of 
other organisms, including 
zebrafish and the often-stud¬ 
ied nematode worm called C. 
elegans. 

In zebrafish, for example, 
depletion of MEC-17 led to 
neuromuscular defects. In the 
nematode worm, it affected 
the creature's sensation of 
touch, according to the study. 

Now that the mechanism is 
understood, research can be 
done that may lead to develop¬ 
ment of a drug that could block 
or enhance MEC-17, Gaertig 
said. 
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CROSSWORD 


CROSSWORD 


FREE Coverage on our website: 
www.themorningnewsaruba.com 


ACROSS 

1. Assist 

5. Poisonous snake 
8. Munch 
12. College cheerq 

16. Opera part 

17. Ticket piece 

19. Good guy 

20. Prepare copy 

21. Be surprised 

22. Father 

23. Shakespearean 
villain 

24. Opera singer 

25. Hollywood 
newcomer 

27. Scream 

29. Garden flower 

30. Charged atom 

31. Jai_ 

32. Wind indicator 
34. Dominoes 

37. Mine products 

38. Condiment 

42. Lost 

43. Perspire 

44. Proportion 


45. Hail. Caesar! 

46. Spanish aunt 

47. Vive le_! 

48. Woman 

50. Greek god 

51. Actor Groom 

52. 007 

54. Crude 

55. Lions* homes 

56. Condiment 

58. Condiment buds 
62. Repetition 
65. Helpful hint 

67. European 

68. Bother 

71. Algerian port 

72. Capri’s is blue 

75. _de la Cite 

76. Anglo-Saxon coin 

77. _de mer 

78. Very dry 

79. Want dearly 

81. Repast 

82. Condiment 

84. In this place 

85. Sea birds 

86. Screen pooch 


87. Star in Lyra 

88. Dance step 

89. Condiment 

92. Verdi opera 

93. Light colors 

97. Sewer’s circle 

98. Fix socks 
100. Midday 

102. Region 

103. Ambience 

104. Top 

105. Nocturnal birds 

106. Iranian coin 

107. Small bird 

108. Disarray 

109. Negative vote 

110. Fender-bender 
mark 

DOWN 

1. Crones 

2. Part of QED 

3. Actress-singer 
Hartman 

4. Condiment 

5. Colorado resort 

6. Office copy, for 
short 

7. Small dog 

8. Condiment 

9. Cure 

10. Work unit 



11. Court 

12. What Moses 
crossed: 2 wds. 

13. Mine entrance 

14. Bee’s home 

15. Nova 

18. Condiment: 2 
wds. 

26._Angeles 

28. Lent follower 

29. English queen 

31. "You __ So 
Beautiful" 

32. Small container 

33. Poker bet 

34. Rugs 

35. Largest continent 

36. Thin stratum 

37. In debt 

38. Moves at a 
snail’s pace 

39. Horse 

40. Kiln 

41. Monstrous loch 
43. At any moment 
47. Baseball fact: 

abbr. 

49. Son of, in 
Scotland 

50. Newspaper 
notices, for short 

53. Unravel 

56. Army title: abbr. 

57. Worn path 

59. Martini addition 

60. Coulee 

61. Night before 

62. "Arrivederci 

63. Spoken 

64. High 

66. Delineated 

68. Christmas song 

69. Russian sea 

70. Lassies 

72. Sand 

73. Costa_ 

74. Condiment 
78. Church part 

80. Southern altar 

81. Condiment 

83. Chinese boat 
85. Oxygen or neon 

87. Climbing plants 

88. Garden flower 

89. Dissolve 

90. Day part 

91. In days of_ 

92. Weapons 

93. Actress Negri 

94. Huron’s neighbor 

95. Wiry 

96. Brine 

98. Grand Coulee 

99. Top pilot 
101. Possess 
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September 4 - September 10 

Dakota: “Botica Dakota” — S.N.: “Botica San Lucas” 


Center for Hemodialysis 

Posada Clinic Aruba 
Tel.580-2840/Pager 127-2446 

INFORMATION 

Telephone 118 

Twelve Step Meetings 

24 hours helpline 583-8989 

Fellowship Clinic S.N. 

Free treatment of 
Alcoholism 
and Drug Addiction 
Anonymity guaranteed 
Tel. 584-5440 

SOS TELEAYUDO SOS 

Telephone Helpline 
583-1190 

Mon.-Thu. 9 p.m.-12 midn. 
Fri.-Sun. 9 p.m.-2 a.m. 

CAS MARIE 

Alzheimer’s Day 
Care Center 
Tel: 5696910 
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Important 

Telephone 

Numbers 


HOSPITAL 

Horacio Oduber Hospital 
Tel.587-4300 

EMERGENCY 

Telephone 911 

POLICE HDQS 

Telephone 100 

TAXI 

C.V. TAS 

587-1998, 587-5900 
In Oranjestad: 

Tel. 582-2116, 582-1604 

582-5447 

In San Nicolas 

Tel. 584-5160, 584-6602 

professional taxi services 

Tel. 588-0035 

Al Anon Meetings 

Mondays 6-7pm 
Sabana Liber 8 in Noord 
Tel: 5673356/5838989 
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Sell - Buy - Rent -Trade 


FOR RENT 


Apartment, nice neighborhood, 
semi- furnished, 1 bedroom, 1 bathroom, 
kitchen, livingroom, large patio 
± 120 sq meters. 

$1000,-(all included) 


Tel: 5926110 



FOR RENT 


Great studio and 1-BR 
apartments in Palm 
Beach. Fully furnished, 
water,electricity, cable 
t.v., night security and 
internet included. Airco 
usage seperate. Swim¬ 
ming pool and safe park¬ 
ing 

$545,- p/m 
Call now: 7419412 
website: 

www.arubahappyrentals.com 


World's most expensive 
book going on sale in 


Britain 


LONDON, England (AFP) - A 
copy of the world's most ex¬ 
pensive book, which features 
life-sized prints of flamingoes 
and swans, is tipped to fetch up 
to six million pounds at auc¬ 
tion in Britain, Sotheby's said 
yesterday. 

John James Audubon's se¬ 
ven-volume "Birds Of Ame¬ 
rica," which dates from the 
19th century, will be sold 
alongside literary treasures like 
a copy of William Shake¬ 
speare's "First Folio" and a se¬ 
ries of letters by Queen 
Elizabeth I. 

There are thought to be just 
over 100 copies of Audubon's 
huge book — which measures 
around 90 centimetres by 60 
centimetres (three foot by two 
foot) — still in existence and 
another sold for 8.8 million 
dollars 10 years ago. 

Before painting the birds, 


Audubon shot them and hung 
them on a wire. 

All of the works belonged 
to a British book collector, 
Lord Frederick Hesketh, who 
died 55 years ago, although his 
collection is only now being 
sold off by the trustees of his 
will. 

The whole collection could 
sell for up to 10 million pounds 
(12 million euros, 15.5 million 
dollars) in a sale at Sotheby's 
in London on December 7. 

David Goldthorpe of the 
auction house said: "The sale 
offers the twin peaks of book 
collecting — the most expen¬ 
sive book in the world, 
Audubon's 'Birds of America' 
and the most important book in 
all of English literature, Shake¬ 
speare’s 'First Folio.' 

"We are thrilled to be offer¬ 
ing such a diverse and remark¬ 
able collection." 


Global stocks, euro rise after 
US data 


LONDON, England (AFP) - 
Global equities rose and the 
dollar steadied against the euro 
yesterday amid renewed confi¬ 
dence in the economy after 
some encouraging data from 
the United States, the world's 
largest economy. 

London's benchmark FTSE 
100 index closed 1.19 percent 
higher at 5,494.16 points, the 
Paris CAC 40 bounced up 1.22 
percent to 3,722.15 points and 
the Frankfurt Dax climbed 
0.93 percent to finish at 
6,221.52 points. 

The euro edged up to 
1.2727 dollars compared with 
1.2718 late on Wednesday. 

Markets were lifted after 
US government data showed 
the number of Americans fil¬ 
ing new claims for jobless ben¬ 
efits fell faster than expected 
last week. 

Claims for the week to Sep¬ 
tember 4 fell to 451,000, down 
27,000 from the previous 
week's revised figure. 

The US trade deficit also 
dropped more than expected in 
July as exports reached their 
highest level in two years, of¬ 
ficial data showed. 

This came after the Federal 
Reserve on Wednesday said 
the US economy continued 
growing in July and August al¬ 


beit "with widespread signs of 
a deceleration," calming fears 
of a possible return to reces¬ 
sion. 

Improved sentiment in Eu¬ 
rope also helped after a suc¬ 
cessful sovereign bond issue 
by debt-saddled Ireland. 

"We have started to see 
some investors return to the 
banks, after weakness earlier 
this week triggered by con¬ 
cerns over exposures to sover¬ 
eign debt," said Joshua Ray¬ 
mond, an analyst at trading 
firm City Index. 

Other European markets 
were equally buoyant. Amster¬ 
dam's AEX index rose 0.95 per¬ 
cent, Madrid's Ibex-35 jumped 
1.20 percent and Milan's FTSE 
Mib advanced 1.35 percent. 

Among the big winners of 
the trading session were banks. 

Shares in British bank Bar¬ 
clays rose 4.98 percent to 
323.35 pence and Germany's 
second-biggest lender Com¬ 
merzbank rose 2.63 percent to 
6.45 euros after its boss played 
down the potential fallout from 
new banking regulation. 

There were more modest 
gains on Asian stock markets, 
with Tokyo's Nikkei index 
closing up 0.82 percent at 
9,098.39 points. Sydney 
gained 0.99 percent and Hong 


Kong rose 0.37 percent. 

Tokyo's gains were limited 
by persistent concerns about 
the strength of the yen. The 
Japanese currency was trading 
at 83.79 yen to the dollar. 

Japan yesterday raised the 
prospect of intervention in the 
currency markets as leaders 
faced mounting calls to act on 
the surging yen. 

Finance Minister Yoshihiko 
Noda said the government was 
examining ways that it could 
sell down the Japanese unit, 
which poses a threat to the 
country's key export sector. 

"We are conducting various 
simulations," Noda said during 
a parliamentary session, ac¬ 
cording to Dow Jones News- 
wires, and repeated his pledge 
to take "decisive steps" in the 
currency market when it be¬ 
comes necessary. 

After weeks of attempting 
to talk the currency lower with 
repeated verbal warnings that 
have had decreasing impact, 
the government's tone has 
hardened in the run up to next 
week's ruling party leadership 
elections. 

The yen's appreciation has 
put many Japanese exporters at 
a disadvantage against foreign 
rivals as it erodes their repatri¬ 
ated earnings. 


Fitch: Governments and banks to 
compete for fi nanci ng 


PARIS, Finance (AFP) - Com¬ 
petition between eurozone gov¬ 
ernments and banks for funds 
raised on financial markets is 
likely to intensify in the com¬ 
ing months, a study by ratings 
agency Fitch said yesterday. 

The agency said that the 
stepped-up pace would come 
"as higher gross fiscal finan¬ 
cing needs coincide with an 
upsurge" in bank debt maturi¬ 
ties in 2011. 

States and banks are ex¬ 
pected to seek 455 billion 
euros (579 billion dollars) 
from investors in the second 
half of this year and between 
900 billion and one trillion 
euros a year in 2011 and 2012, 
according to Fitch. 


By the end of June most eu¬ 
rozone states had managed to 
raise more than half the funds 
needed to meet their financing 
needs this year. 

Greece, Ireland, Portugal 
and Spain, struggling with big 
deficits and public debt bur¬ 
dens, have recently met two 
thirds to three quarters of their 
funding needs through sover¬ 
eign bond issues. 

Many investors have lately 
favored the bond market in the 
face of volatility on equity ex¬ 
changes. 

Elsewhere in the study 
Fitch predicted that most of the 
16 eurozone members would 
need three to four years to sta¬ 
bilise their debt levels. 


US jobless claims drop faster 
than expected 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - The 
number of Americans filing 
new claims for jobless benefits 
fell faster than expected last 
week, extending a three-week 
decline, government data 
showed yesterday. Claims for 
the week to September 4 fell to 
451,000, down 27,000 from the 
previous week's revised figure. 


The latest figure was better 
than most economists' expec¬ 
tations of470,000 new claims, 
sparking optimism that recent 
negative trends were just a blip 
on the road to recovery. 

But that optimism was tem¬ 
pered with caution and few 
economists were ready to de¬ 
clare victory. 


It added that it did not ex¬ 
pect that austerity measures 
aimed at narrowing public 
deficits in the eurozone to have 
an impact before 2011. 

The agency found that mar¬ 
ket confidence in the eurozone 
remained fragile despite the 
outcome of recent "stress 
tests," which showed that most 
European banks are sound, and 
solid economic growth in the 
second quarter. 

"Concerns persist over the 
sustainability of the global 
economic recovery and the 
medium-term outlook for pub¬ 
lic finances," said Paul 
Rawkins, a senior director in 
Fitch's sovereign group. 


YESTERDAY’S 
Crossword Answer 
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Club 21, a charming new 
option in night life 




For all those on Aruba who 
have long wished for a place 
to relax and enjoy favorite 
music and stimulating con¬ 
versation, there is now a 
place “for the rest of us,” in 
Palm Beach; the recently 
opened Grand Cafe 21, lo¬ 
cated in what was formally 
Pavarotti’s and Bella Luna 
restaurants. 

The new owners, Michael 
and Mireille Heilker have 
converted the formal restau¬ 
rant into a cozy lounge/eatery 
where one can come to enjoy 
a gourmet meal from veteran 
Chef Wim Elzing, a fusion of 
French with a Caribbean flair, 
and then stay on to dance and 
socialize in the relaxed sur¬ 
rounding. 


A quick glance at the 
menu listed gourmet 
treats such as escargot, 
frog legs and a hearty 
crab and corn chowder 
along with fresh local 
fish, prime steaks and 
creative poultry dishes 
and salads at extremely 
reasonable prices. The 
owner’s aim is to estab¬ 
lish the sort of place 
where one cares to 
linger all night long, en¬ 
joying the casual but 
lively ambiance. “We 
open at 4:00 p.m. and 
close...whenever,” ex¬ 
plained Michael, “until 
the last customer is 
ready to come home.” 

Hailing originally 
from Holland and Suri¬ 
name, Michael and Mireille 
have run two very successful 
and similar eateries in both 
countries. They confess they 
couldn’t find anything quite 
like Grand Cafe 21 on the 
Aruba, and felt there was a 
void that needed to be filled. 

If you wish to enjoy a full 
evening of fine dining and 
dancing as the world used to 
know, but loud, heavy elec¬ 
tronic music is not your 
thing, than Grand Cafe 21 is 
the place for you! Open Tues¬ 
day through Sunday, they 
hope to soon welcome pa¬ 
trons “not as customers, but 
as friends.” 


by Rosalie Klein 
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Gold Coast Aruba: This 
is the time to invest 



Managers of Gold Coast 
Aruba, the island’s newest 
and most innovative gated 
community, report that 
sales are picking up nicely 
as the global economy be¬ 
gins to recover and those 
with a bit of disposal in¬ 
come are looking to invest 
in a sure thing. Gold 
Coast Directing Manager 
Fito Croes has noticed a 
surprising percentage of 
owners are barely using 
the villas or town homes 
they purchase, but taking 
advantage of Gold 
Coast’s rental services to 
turn their investment into 
ready income. 

“The greater portion of 
home owners are using their 
“home away from home” in 
Aruba to escape the winter 
months, or spend holidays 
with the family on the island,” 
he remarked, “but I am grati¬ 
fied by how many are buying 
because they felt secure with 
real estate investment on 
Aruba. They really study the 
history and economy of the is¬ 
land and are impressed with 
the political stability and con¬ 
tinually increasing value of 
prime locations. Gold Coast is 
in the heart of Malmok, con¬ 
sidered Aruba’s most exclu¬ 
sive community; in this area, 
the value of properties has 
only increased over time. It is 
minutes to the best beaches 
and all the action, and yet of¬ 
fers a quiet and secluded get¬ 
away; we are very pleased by 
the response to our concept.” 

Fito, with his sister Mayrin 
and brother Rudy run Cas 
Bon, which has been con¬ 
structing homes and building 
developments for all budgets 
for nearly twenty years. “Gold 
Coast Aruba is the jewel in 
our crown,” observes Fito. 
“We were very excited about 
this project; the scope and 
amenities. We talked to count¬ 
less island visitors to find out 
what they would really want 
in a permanent residence on 
Aruba, and took from there.” 



_ 


Input from frequent vaca¬ 
tioners who dreamed of their 
own home in Aruba will even¬ 
tually be a community of 260 
town homes, villas and condo¬ 
miniums with a stunning club¬ 
house complemented by two 
additional pools decks, one of 
which has been open for a 
year, the other will be ready 
for the holidays 2010. They 
expect the clubhouse to be 
ready for the community with 
a workout room and spectac¬ 
ular facilities by the end of 


2011. It will also house a 
restaurant and mini-market. 

Owners who purchased 
upon the groundbreaking 
only a few short years ago, 
are already enjoying a nearly 
50% appreciation on their in¬ 
vestment, particularly those 
taking advantage of the man¬ 
agement association’s rental 
service, There is always a 
great demand for Aruba and 
facilities such as those at 
Gold Coast, making it easy 
for some owners to earn their 
mortgage payments or others 
to see an immediate return on 
their investment. 

The design of the structures 
is open, airy and spacious, fully 
deploying the island environ¬ 
ment, with the finest quality 
construction and finishing 
available. Partnering with two 
of Aruba’s top providers of 
kitchens and bathrooms en¬ 
ables developers to offer cus¬ 
tom options for clients, so 
buyers can individualize their 


homes. An elegant and chic 
standard package is available, 
or island designers will assist 
owners in finishing the decor 
to their specific tastes. 

There are many aspects to 
purchasing property; not the 
least is the future value of the 
investment. To further en¬ 
hance this, Gold Coast man¬ 
agers have inaugurated a 
number of in-house services 
and are now negotiating with 
Interval International to pro¬ 
vide a huge international pool 


for investors to tap for renters 
either short or long term. 
Property exchange for a va¬ 
cation in another destination 
will also be available. Gold 
Coast’s own rental services 
have also proven highly suc¬ 
cessful in assisting owners in 
renting their villas; 24-hour 
security and maintenance 
services also tip the scales 
when it is time to make a de¬ 
cision. Aside from all this, 
housekeeping, babysitting 
and catering services are also 
available for community 
members as well as airport 
pick-up and drop-off and pre¬ 
shopping services so cup¬ 
boards and refrigerators are 
stocked upon arrival, which 
can all be arranged through 
their home management de¬ 
partment. 

Visit their website: 
www.goldcoastaruba.com for 
more details and availability 
or call 586-2200 to arrange a 
personal tour. 
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’s Kite Shack 


®ca to OsOamS 

For kite lesson & lodging info 
call:7 297 ) 733-1515 

www.kitesurfingaruba.com 

Next to Marriott Resort 

Lessons starts daily at 
9:00a.m. - 12:00p.m. - 3:00p.m. 
ages of 8 and 77 can enjoy this sport * 


Cuban model 'doesn't 


even work for us any 
more,' says Fidel 



WASHINGTON (AFP) - 
Cuban revolutionary icon 
Fidel Castro has joked that 
the "Cuban model doesn't 
even work for us any more," 
the Atlantic magazine re¬ 
ported recently. 

Meeting with a reporter 
from the US magazine, the 
84-year-old former Cuban 
president who remains head 
of the ruling Communist 
Party, appeared well on the 
mend after his near-fatal gas¬ 
trointestinal crisis in 2006, 
the report said. 

Since then, under Presi¬ 
dent Raul Castro, 79, Cuba's 
feeble economy has been 
propped up by subsidized oil 
from ally Venezuela. The 
government has launched mi¬ 
nor reforms but no major 
structural change in an econ¬ 



omy overwhelmingly con¬ 
trolled by the state. 

Castro lunched on "small 
amounts of fish and salad, 
and quite a bit of bread 
dipped in olive oil, as well 
as a glass of red wine," the 
report said. 

When asked if he be¬ 
lieved Cuba's model was 
something worth exporting, 
Castro left his reporter guest 
slackjawed, the report said. 

"The Cuban model does¬ 
n't even work for us any 
more," Fidel Castro was 
quoted as saying in the re¬ 
port. 

Julia Sweig, a Cuba ex¬ 
pert at the Council on For¬ 
eign Relations who was 
present at the meeting was 
quoted as saying Castro 
"wasn't rejecting the ideas of 
the Revolution. I took it to be 
an acknowledgement that 
under 'the Cuban model' the 
state has much too big a role 
in the economic life of the 
country." 

In the same interview, the 
former Cuban president criti¬ 
cized Iran's President Mah¬ 
moud Ahmadinejad for de¬ 
nying the Holocaust and said 
Tehran should acknowledge 
Israel's fears for its own sur¬ 
vival. 

Castro, who was at the 
center of the 1962 missile cri¬ 
sis pitting the Soviet Union 
against the United States, 
warned, however, that US 
sanctions and Israeli threats 
would not cause Iran to 
change course. 

"This problem is not going 
to get resolved, because the 
Iranians are not going to back 
down in the face of threats. 
That's my opinion," he said, 
observing that religious lea¬ 
ders were less apt to compro¬ 
mise. 

"The Iranian capacity to 
inflict damage is not appreci¬ 
ated," he said. "Men think 
they can control themselves 
but US President Barack 
Obama could overreact and a 
gradual escalation could be¬ 
come a nuclear war." 


India to hold first caste census 
since British rule 





Dalits 


NEW DELHI, India (AFP) - 
India's cabinet approved yes¬ 
terday the first full census of 
the country's caste system 
since British colonial times, 
aiming to better target deve¬ 
lopment policies for the most 
deprived groups. 

The proposal to gather in¬ 
formation on caste had trig¬ 
gered heated debate in par¬ 
liament as critics argued that 
it would breed inequity and 
reinforce a divisive system 
that the country hopes to put 
behind it. 

But caste-based regional 
parties had urged the govern¬ 
ment to accept the survey, ar¬ 
guing that the information 
would help open up opportu¬ 
nities for lower castes. 

The last census to include 
caste details was carried out 
in 1931 by the British, al¬ 
though caste questions have 
occasionally been asked 
since independence as part of 
India's 10-yearly population 
surveys. 

"A separate house-to- 
house enumeration of caste 
will be done during the pe¬ 
riod June 2011 to September 
2011," Home Minister P. 
Chidambaram told reporters 
after a cabinet meeting. 

"This satisfies all the va¬ 
rious requirements that have 
been projected and dis¬ 
cussed and debated exten¬ 
sively." 

Caste discrimination is 
banned in India but still per¬ 
vades many aspects of daily 
life, especially outside the 
cities. 

Traditional Hindu society 
breaks down into brahmins 
(priests and scholars), ksha- 
triya (soldiers), vaishya 
(merchants) and shudra 
(labourers). Below the caste 
system are the Dalits, for¬ 
merly known as "Untouch¬ 
ables." 


Caste categories often de¬ 
termine Indians' life 
prospects, and conservative 
families will only marry 
within the same "jati" — one 
of the many sub-divisions 
within each caste. 

Junior home minister Ajay 


Maken was among prominent 
opponents of the census plan, 
urging fellow MPs that it 


would "institutionalize" caste 
as the dominant issue in po¬ 
litics. 

He warned that "a regres¬ 
sion into the realm of caste" 
would be disastrous for the 
country, exacerbating tension 
over the allocation of re¬ 
served public-sector jobs, 
parliamentary seats and uni¬ 
versity places. 

National and state gov¬ 
ernments reserve 27 percent 
of official jobs for lower 
castes on the grounds that 
they have been neglected for 
generations. 

Political leaders seeking 
to tap into caste support 
have also introduced a myr¬ 
iad of other benefits and 
quotas which vary greatly 
from state to state. 

Prime Minister Manmo- 
han Singh, who as a Sikh is 
outside the Hindu hierarchy, 
has taken a strong stand 
against the caste culture. 

"Stop identifying your¬ 
self in terms of how the past 
has shaped you," he said in a 
speech on society two years 
ago. 

India started its most re¬ 
cent population census in 
April. It will also gather bio¬ 
metric data for the first time 
from across the vast and 
chaotic nation. 

More than 2.5 million of¬ 
ficials are currently classify¬ 
ing India's population of 
around 1.2 billion people ac¬ 
cording to gender, religion, 
occupation and education. 

Chidambaram did not say 
how much the new caste cen¬ 
sus would cost, but the Press 
Trust of India news agency 
put the price tag at 650-850 
million dollars. 



A brahmin 



vaishya 
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Familiar foe threatens Federer's 
US Open final streak 




Apartments 


Fully furnished studio apartments, walking distance to Eagle 
Beach, per day, week or month, excellent alternative for your next 
vacation in Aruba. 

Bubali #'143, Noord, Aruba 


Phones: (297) 587-7482 / 587-6474 Fax: (297) 587-8448 


www.sasaki-apartments.com 
E-mail: sasakiapartments@hotmail.com 

Evra's five-match France 
ban upheld after appeal 


NEW YORK (AFP) - All that 
stands between Roger Fed- 
erer and his seventh US Open 
final in a row is Novak 
Djokovic, a foe the 16-time 
Grand Slam winner has 
ousted for the past three years 
on the Flushing Meadows 
hardcourts. 

Despite the domination, 
the 29-year-old Swiss legend 
says Serbian third seed 
Djokovic figures to be a 
tough challenge. 

M He has played his way 
and has beaten me. Pve 
played my way and five 
beaten him,” Federer said. "I 
think it comes down to who 
plays better on the day, who 
takes the right decisions at 
the right time.” 

Dismissed as past his 
prime by some after quarter¬ 
final losses at the French 
Open and Wimbledon, Fed¬ 
erer has looked invincible at 
times in advancing to Satur¬ 
day's showdown without 
dropping a set. 

"He's playing maybe the 
best tennis that he has played. 
I think he's playing great,” 
Djokovic said. "Because he 
lost in the quarters of the 
French and in Wimbledon, 
some people think he's more 
vulnerable than ever. But I 
think he's actually playing re¬ 
ally well. 

"Obviously he's a favorite. 
I just will try to hold on. He 
always tries to put pressure 
on his opponent. He's very 
aggressive.” 

Federer, who has won 45 


Federer (L) Djokovic (R) 

of his past 46 US Open 
matches, saw his five-year 
reign ended by now-injured 
Juan Martin Del Potro in last 
year's final. 

Second seed Federer, the 
reigning Australian Open 
champion, has a 10-5 career 
record against Djokovic that 
includes triumphs in the 2007 
US Open final and 2008 and 
2009 US Open semi-finals. 

Asked before Federer had 
advanced who he wanted to 
see in the semi-final, 
Djokovic said, "Maybe I 
would like to face Federer, 
look for some revenge.” 

"This obviously is his best 
surface, even though on clay 
he's very good as well," Fed¬ 
erer said. "On slower hard 
court it all works well and on 
the grass he's good too, but I 
think this favors his play the 
most, kind of a faster hard 
court, because he can pick up 
some incredible balls, half 
volley them, redirect them. 

"It helps maybe (his) serve 
a bit more and on the return 
he can zone in a bit and all of 
a sudden he’s really tough to 
pass when he's returning. 

"That's what makes him 
one of the best players in the 
game right now and espe¬ 
cially on this surface he's ob¬ 
viously in the top three or 
four. That's why he's been 
able to play consistent here at 
the Open.” 

An X-factor for the match 
will be the wind, which has 
blown briskly for days in 
Arthur Ashe Stadium and 



For all your Car Wash needs Pickup service avgjlgble 

Specialized in Interior Deep Cleaning on request 


Palm Beach Plaza (Parking lot) - From: 10 a.m. - 7 p.m. 

Call today: 561-0389 


forced adjustments by every 
title contender. 

"Something always has 
been happening. That's why I 
expect something going on 
on Saturday,” Federer said. 
"If the wind is still around, 
the match will be played 
quite differently than if there 
is no wind.” 

Federer is confident he 
can handle whatever Djoko¬ 
vic or Mother Nature have in 
store on the weekend. 

'T've played in such strong 
winds, I've practiced in such 
hot conditions, whatever you 
throw at me, I can do it,” Fed¬ 
erer said. 


PARIS, France (AFP) - 
Patrice Evra's five-match sus¬ 
pension from the French na¬ 
tional team was upheld today 
by the French Football Fed¬ 
eration's (FFF) appeals com¬ 
mission. 

The left-back had ap¬ 
pealed against the ban, which 
was handed down to him by 
the FFF as a punishment for 
his leading role, as captain, in 
the France squad's training 
boycott at the 2010 World 
Cup in South Africa. 

"The superior appeals 
commission, which met 
today to consider the appeal 
by the player Patrick Evra, 
decided to uphold the sanc¬ 
tion of five matches of non¬ 
selection for the France team 
handed down on Tuesday 17 
August 2010 by the federal 
disciplinary commission,” 
read an FFF statement. 

Evra had appeared before 
the commission on Thursday 


morning to make his case in 
person. 

"Patrice Evra wanted to 
express himself, which he did 
at great length, and the com¬ 
mission listened to him very 
attentively, and asked good 
questions," said Evra's 
lawyer, Jean-Yves Foucard, 
at the end of the hearing. 

"Patrice explained that he 
fulfilled his role (of captain) 
with transparency and hon¬ 
esty, always trying to smooth 
the differences between the 
players and the staff, and par¬ 
ticularly the coach. 

"You can understand, you 
can imagine that these rela¬ 
tionships were not simple.” 

Evra was one of four play¬ 
ers punished for the strike, 
which was called in protest at 
the exclusion of striker Nico¬ 
las Anelka from the World 
Cup after he clashed with for¬ 
mer coach Raymond Dome- 
nee h. 


Sweet Caroline out for final push 
at US Open 



NEW YORK (AFP) - Caro¬ 
line Wozniacki has already 
stamped her authority on the 
US Open, but she how wants 
to live up to her top seeding 
by going on to win the title 
on Sunday. 

In the way stands Vera 
Zvonareva in today's semi-fi¬ 
nals and then the winner of 
the match between the 
woman who beat her in last 
year's final, Kim Clijsters, 
and twice former champion 
Venus Williams. 

If the Clijsters-Williams 
tie will get star billing, Woz¬ 
niacki's star is burning ever 
brighter in New York, where 
her blonde good looks and 
sunny disposition have won 


her a stack of admirers in¬ 
cluding real estate tycoon 
Donald Trump. 

The Dane has yet to drop 
a set and her fourth-round 
demolition of Maria Shara¬ 
pova showed that for a player 
just out of her teens she has a 
wise head on her young 
shoulders. 

Her training regimen, too, 
shows that she has left no 
stone unturned in her drive to 
become the world number 


one, which she will achieve if 
she wins the title on Sunday, 
knocking US queen Serena 
Williams off her perch. 

Boxing sessions, it seems, 
help her with her footwork 
and her overall fitness. 

"It's fun, it's interesting, 
and it's great because I have 
this great coach who knows 
how to get me in good shape 
and what I need for my ten¬ 
nis, as well,” she said of her 
pugilistic pursuits. 



Authentic Indian Restaurant 
on the Island 


Open Mon - Sat 
Lunch : 12:00 - 3:00pm 
Dinner: 6:00 - 10:00 pm 


Havenstraat 36, 
Behind Royal Plaza Mall, 
Oranjestad, Tel : 5884494 
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Open Monday • Friday 3:00 p.m./Saturday® 12 - Sunday 10:30 a.w. 


NFL tail-gate WQ every Sunday Starting © 1 0:50 am. 


Lithuania stun world top dogs Argentina 
to reach final 


Durant leads USA 
into semi-finals 



US Kevin Durant (c) vies with Russia's Evgeny Voronov 
during the World Championship quarter final basketball 
match USA vs. Russia 


ISTANBUL (AFP) - A game 
high 33 points from Okla¬ 
homa City Thunder's Kevin 
Durant on Thursday helped 
USA overcome Russia 89-79 
in the quarter-finals of the 
world baskestball champi¬ 
onships 

After thumping Angola on 
Monday, USA found the 
going tough early against the 
physical Russians. 

Russia took time to settle 
into the game, with simple 
errors leading to easy points 
for the Americans. 

But as the quarter pro¬ 
gressed the confidence of the 
Russians grew and the shots 
began to fall, as they showed 
no fear to drive the lane and 
shoot their threes, to tie the 
game up at 25 by the end of 
the quarter. 

Durant played the entire 
opening quarter for the USA, 
racking up 13 points. 

With USA shooting at just 
38 percent from the field, Russia 
could only blame themselves 
for being behind 44-39 at half¬ 
time giving up 18 free-throws, 
14 of which USA converted. 

At the other end USA gave 
up just three free-throws with 
Russia only converting one. 

Durant again played out 


the entire 10 minutes to have 
a personal haul of 19 points 
for the half. 

The next best contributors 
for USA after Durant's 33 
points were captain Chauncey 
Billups of the Denver Nuggets 
with 15 points and Westbrook 
with 12 points. Los Angeles 
Lakers' Lamar Odom led re¬ 
bounding with 12. 

The best of the Russians 
was Sergey Bykov with 17 
points and Andrey Vorontse- 
vich with 14 points and 12 re¬ 
bounds. 

Lithuania also advanced 
to the semifinals of the bas¬ 
ketball world championship 
for the first time, hitting nine 
of its first 11 three-pointers to 
beat Argentina 104-85 and 
set up a meeting with the 
United States. 

Simas Jasaitis led Lithua¬ 
nia with 16 points, with six 
teammates also scoring in 
double digits. 

Carlos Delfino of the Mil¬ 
waukee Bucks scored 25 for 
Argentina, which missed its 
first 11 3-point atempts. 

For the first time since 
2000, Argentina won’t finish 
in the top four at the worlds, 
Olympics or FIBA Americas 
Championship. 


Woods starting to get into 
swing of things 


j? 


CHICAGO (AFP) - Tiger Woods has reached the third and most crucial stage of the PGA 
Tour playoffs, feeling much better about how quickly he is adjusting to his new swing 
changes. 

Woods has been working part-time with Canadian swing coach Sean Foley who is in 
Chicago this week for the BMW Championship at the Cog Hill golf course. 

Woods is a five-time winner at the course and the defending champion here, winning last 
year by eight strokes. 

"It's good to be back," Woods said. "It's even better to be in the event." 

Woods needed to make it into the top 70 in FedEx Cup standings last week to advance to 
the Chicago event. He did that at the Deutsche Bank Championship, shooting three rounds 
in the 60s and finishing in a tournament tie for 11th. 

American Matt Kuchar has a win and a tie for 11th in the first two playoff tournaments to 
lead the the FedEx Cup standings. Kuchar won the 1997 US Amateur Championship at 
Cog Hill. 

Foley linked up with Woods four weeks ago at the PGA Championship in Wisconsin. 
Woods says he is starting to see positive results. 

"I understand what he's trying to teach, so that's the biggest thing," Woods said. "And then 
when you're out on the golf course playing, it's understanding how to fix it. That's the 
hardest part." 

Woods, who has been embroiled in a sex scandal since smashing his car outside his luxury 
Florida home late last year, made his divorce official on August 23. 

Woods, who is winless in 2010, says he is now trying to get on with his life and get his 
golf game back to a comfortable level. 

"I'm headed in the right direction," Woods said when asked what a victory would mean. 
"It obviously would be a good step in the right direction, but we've got four days, and I've 
just got to keep plodding along. 

"Let's just say I've been through a lot lately. 

"I was trying to get adjusted to my new life and what that entailed, and it was enough as 
it was. I didn't have time to work on my game. I was dealing with a lot of other things." 
The top 30 after the BMW Championship advance to the Tour Championship and a chance 
at the 10 million dollar bonus, which Woods has won twice. 
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Sunglass Boutique 

We offer a wide variety of designers brands 

RENAISSANCE MALL & MARKETPLACE * AVENTURA MALL * PALM BEACH PLAZA 

TEL: +297 583 9690 INFO@SUNSPECS.NET 


Sale 


25*/i ■75 a /i 

Oiscount on 
Selected Sunglasses 


Defending champ Shin headlines LPGA field 


ROGERS (AFP) - Jiyai Shin 
will try to gain ground on 
number one Ai Miyazato in 
the world rankings this week 
as the South Korean defends 
her title in the LPGA North¬ 


west Arkansas Champi¬ 
onship. 

Shin goes into the two 
million-dollar, 54-hole event 
that starts on Friday ranked 
third in the world. 


She'll have plenty of com¬ 
petition in a field that in¬ 
cludes 14 of the top 15 
players in the world. 

Shin lifted the title here 
last year in a sudden-death 
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GOLD & GEMS 
LG. Smith Blvd.#94, Royal Plaza Mall, Oranjestad, Aruba 
Tel: (297) 583-4077 - Fax: (297) 582-6791 
E-mail: shivasaruba@setarnet.aw - www.shivas-trident.com 


Our Downtown Location 


is under renovation from 

September 10th till September 22nd 

Please visit our 


New Store in Palm Beach Plaza Mall 


opening hour - Noon till 10 p.m. 

( We [oo^forward to seeing you 
tfmn^You, Management 


Hyatt Hotel 


Playa Linda 
Beach Resort 


Holiday Inn 


J.E. irausquin Blvd 


If 


Paseo 

Herencia 


Shiva's 


PALM BEACH PLAZA 


Aqua 

Condos 


Marriott Hotels 
and Resorts 


i Downtown 


Lighthouse 




Keep updated with: 

www.themorningnewsaruba.com 


playoff with Angela Stanford 
and Sun Young Yoo. Shin had 
played her way into the play¬ 
off with a final-round 64. 

Shin, current number two 
Cristie Kerr and Miyazato 
have all held the number one 
ranking since Lorena Ochoa 
retired earlier this year, with 
Norway's Suzanne Pettersen 
also challenging for the top 
spot. 

Miyazato, winner of five 
LPGA tournaments this sea¬ 
son, regained the summit 
with her latest triumph, in 
Portland, Oregon, on August 
21 . 

The Japanese star has 
spent a total of five weeks 
atop the rankings this year. 

Shin said her first priority 
is winning. If she can do that, 
the ranking will take care of 
itself. 

"I really just focus on the 
tournament," she said. 
"World rankings are really 


important for me, too, but I 
just want to win this week or 
other tournaments because I 
still have lots of chances for 
number one." 

American Michelle Wie is 
coming off her second LPGA 
victory with a win at the 
Canadian Women's Open. 

Wie jumped five spots to 
seventh in the world rankings 
and will be trying to join 
Miyazato as the only winners 
of back-to-back tournaments 
this season. 

The Rookie of the Year 
race is also heating up. 
Spain's Azahara Munoz is the 
leader with seven top-20 fin¬ 
ishes in 2010. She’d like 
nothing better than to cement 
her status by becoming the 
first rookie this year to win a 
title. The last LPGA rookie to 
capture Rookie of the Year 
honors without a victory was 
Angela Park in 2007. 



LOCATED AT THE HOLIDAY INN 


SPORTS BOOK 

No charge or tax on winnings 
Live simulcast of all major tracks 
Highest limits in Aruba 
Sports Book opens at 12:30 pm 
Only casino to televise all football games 
POKER ROOM 
EARLY BIRD SPECIAL - 6 p.m. 
TEXAS H0LD-EM $4-$8 LIMIT 
BUY-IN FOR $30 RECEIVE $60 IN CHIPS 
MUST PLAY TWO (2) HOURS 

DAILY POKER TOURNAMENTS 
at 6:30PM 

Monday $10 Buy-in 
Tuesday $10 Buy-in 
Wednesday $10 Buy-in 
Thursday $10 Buy-in 
Friday $10 Buy-in 
Saturday $150 Buy-in 
Sunday $10Buy-in 

(Tournaments are subject to charge as 
per Management criteria) 

BLACKJACK 

Only Casino in Aruba where dealer stands on Soft 17 

CRAPS 

34-5 Times Odds 
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Pancakes & Pizza 

Pancakes • Pizza • Fried Eggs • Homemade Soup 
Sate • Fresh Rolls • Espresso 


Palm Beach 6D, Noord 

(On the right side of Valero Gas Station) 

8:00 a.m.-10:00p.m. * Closed Sunday 


McCartney, Winfrey 
among Kennedy honorees 


WASHINGTON - Five stand¬ 
outs of the stage, screen and 
studio will receive the 33rd an¬ 
nual Kennedy Center honors, 
the performing arts center in 
Washington said. 

Country great Merle Hag¬ 
gard, Broadway composer- 
lyricist Jerry Herman, choreo¬ 
grapher and director Bill T. 
Jones, singer-songwriter Paul 
McCartney and television pro¬ 
ducer, host and actress Oprah 
Winfrey will receive their hon¬ 
ors from the John F. Kennedy 
Center for Performing Arts 
Dec. 5, the center said in a re¬ 
lease. 

"The Kennedy Center cele¬ 
brates five individuals who 
have spent their lives enrich¬ 
ing, inspiring and elevating the 
cultural vibrancy of our nation 
and the world," Kennedy Cen¬ 
ter Chairman David Ruben- 
stein said. 

Kennedy Center Honors 



medallions will be presented 
Dec. 4, the night before the 
gala, during a State Depart¬ 
ment dinner hosted by Secre¬ 
tary of State Hillary Clinton, 
the center said. The Honors 
Gala will be televised Dec. 28 
on CBS. 

Recipients recognized for 
their lifetime contributions to 
U.S. culture through the per¬ 
forming arts are selected by the 
center's board of trustees, fo¬ 
cusing primarily on excel¬ 
lence, the center said. 




EGG DISHES 
*2 eggs sunny side up 

with ham & cheese 

*Scrambled 

with ham, cheese, onions, 
green pepper, tomato, mushroom 

*Plain omelettes 

with ham, cheese, onion, green pepper, 
tomato, mushroom 

All egg dishes are served with a choice of: 

white or whole wheat baguette or sliced 
toasted bread. 

*PASTECHI HORNA 
*CREPES 
*SWEET CREPES 
*BAGEL with cream cheese, 
smoked salmon, boiled egg 


LOCAL BREAKFAST 
*Pan grandi ( di rama ) 
or baguette 

*KERRIE-KERRIE (FISH) 
*CONCH 
*FISH EGG 
*SHRIMPS 
*FISH FILLET 
*FISH CAKE 
*CHICKEN SOUP 

*FRUIT SALAD 
& YOGHURT 

*HOT BEVERAGES 
*COLD BEVERAGES 


Back Then 




People walked 
more. It was not 
that there was no 
bus service, or 
taxis or private 
cars; just not that 
many, especially 
for late night 
workers. And it 
was unquestion¬ 
ably safe to be on 
foot. The usual 
courtesy was to 
offer a ride when¬ 
ever possible. 

Toward the end 
of the Vietnam 
War, the United 
States government 
decided it would be good 
idea to bring the troops home 
more slowly for several rea¬ 
sons, including the fact that 
there were still active protests 
in the streets against the war. 
It was believed that a slower 
re-integration into society 
would be beneficial. 

They arrived aboard big 
war ships and they began 
walking. The usual Aruban 
hospitality manifested itselfia 
"Marietta Moment" recalls 
the utter surprise on their 
faces when she and others 
stopped to pick them up and 
take them to various sites on 
the island. Big grins replaced 
the questioning looks as com¬ 
fort set in. It became part of 
the daily routine. 

The MPs were surprised 
that there was little disruption 
from the troops. They had ex¬ 
pected trouble after the rigors 
of the war experience. One 
day at Manchebo Beach Re¬ 
sort, two young men were 
frolicking around the pool, 
much to the enjoyment of the 
hotel guests when a waiter 
dropped a large metal tray. 
The soldiers froze, spun 
around in a low crouching 
position, eyes darting to see 


where the trouble was. The 
hotel pool guys quietly ap¬ 
proached them, spoke softly 
and suggested they all take a 
walk on the beach. Later, it 
was learned that a reporter 
from the States was present 
and wrote about the incident 
and the "healing warmth of 
the Aruban people." 

A young marine was 
silently weeping in a casino 
one evening standing behind 
a roulette table. When asked- 
what was wrong, he said that 
the woman in front of him re¬ 
minded him of his beloved 
grandmother. The woman 
turned around and said she 
was indeed a grandmother 
and would be proud to be his 
grandmother as well. Smiles 
all around, hugs and the tears 
stopped. 

As they walked, more vi¬ 
sitors, mostly older men and 
women, began walking with 
them on the long stretches of 
the empty beaches. They re¬ 
ported the experience was 
very special and that they not 
only learned a lot about these 
men's experiences, but also 
how the calm environment, 
physical and mental, of the 
island and its people con¬ 


tributed to their well-being as 
well. 

Perhaps one of the rea¬ 
sons, Arubans lived longer, is 
because they walked. On 
Sundays, family groups and 
friends would walk from 
their neighborhood to the 
nearest beach for a day in 
sun, home-cooked favorite 
foods, and lots of in-the-sea 
games and swimming. Over¬ 
heard one day, and often re¬ 
peated, was the Mother who 
told her kids they could go 
swimming but could not go 
in the water. The kids won 
out, as kids will do, and 
showed off with great pride 
that they knew how to swim, 
albeit close to shore to keep 
Mother happy. 

Hiking was not an orga¬ 
nized sport as it is today 
through the wilds of Arikok 
National Park. 'Twas just a 
walk to enjoy the flora and 
fauna, explore the caves, 
watch with wonder at the 
endless number of birds of all 
colors and sizes above or in 
the sea, rocks and mammoth 
boulders, and breathing the 
clean, freshest air in the 
world. 
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Artful cocktail party 
entertains European 
writers 



An artful cocktail party at the 
stylish home of painter, and 
fashion designer Eliza Lejuez 
entertained prestigious writ¬ 
ers of European publications 
with Dagblad Metro, Dag- 
blad de Pers and Avant Garde 
among them. 

The dignitaries were in¬ 
vited to come to the island by 
Aruba’s Dutch Public Rela¬ 
tions agency. Guests were 
joined here by Bas van den 
Nieuwenhuijzen, of Tierra 
del Sol, and Alex Nieuw- 
meyer, of Divi, who along 
with the dedicated Aruba 
Tourism Authority staffers 
contributed to an enjoyable 
interactive affair over just- 
rolled sushi and cocktails. 


Eliza presented an infor¬ 
mal expo of beach inspired 
artwork, displayed in her 
studio alongside some pro¬ 
totypes of her upcoming 
clothing line. Eliza has been 
busy creating fabrics of her 
own designs as well as soft 
printed leather, to be used to 
make her signature, creative 
tops, skirts and dresses. The 
artist reports that her first 
clothing collection will be 
ready by the end of this 
year. 

The lovely home on 
Malmokweg and the gallery 
provided a perfect backdrop 
for the artful cocktail party, 
much-enjoyed by the visiting 
dignitaries. 


PANDORA™ 

UNFORGETTABLE MOMENTS 




THE JEWELRY CENTER, 90-92 
L.G. SMITH BLVD. 
ORANJESTAND, ARUBA 
TEL: 297.582.9544 
FAX: 297.582.9664 


HAVENSTRAAT *25, 
ORANJESTAD, ARUBA 
TEL: 297.583.0147 
FAX: 297.582.6440 


U S. P*I. No. 7,007.$07 • O • All rights rctctvcd • PANDORA-IEWELRY.COM • PANDORA.Nf T 


Belgian burns fingers setting world 
chip-making record 



People queue up to have French fries in 2006, on the 
opening day of the "Week of the French Fries" in Antwerp, 
Belgium. 


BRUSSELS, Belgium (AFP) 
- A Belgian maker of French 
fries, the country's proud na¬ 
tional dish, has set a new 
world record for non-stop 
chip-making after frying 
mountains of potato strips for 
83 consecutive hours. 

The record by 5 3-year-old 
Chris Verschueren, owner of 
a French fries business, beat 
by 11 hours a previous record 
of 72 hours set in 1987 by a 
Briton chip chef. 

"My fingers are burnt, my 
feet are sore and my wrist is 
painful," he told Belga na¬ 
tional news agency. "But it 
doesn't matter, I'm going to 
party now." 

From the time he turned 
on the heat in his village of 
Kastel till he ran out of steam 
, Verschueren cooked up 
1,500 kilos of chips, taking a 
100-minute break after 20 
hours for a shower and a 


stretch. 

His bid to set a new record 
for the amount of ships sold - 
- 1,500 bags — failed how¬ 
ever. 

The new world record- 


holder embarked on the chal¬ 
lenge in order to raise funds 
for a children's hospital as his 
own five-year-old has been ill 
since birth. 































